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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. Membership must consist of 
responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs & other 

"TOP CATS" of large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and /or countries.. 

13710ERS1ITHOMEAN 

By: Don "Marlboro" Dorgan 
Secretary/Treasure 

he TOP CATS monthly 
meeting started at 7:35 PM. We had 17 
members & guests. President Rob (Mow-
Man) Mann started the meeting with 
introductions so that everyone could find 
out what the others do. 

The President asked Virgo to explain to 
our guests what Top Cats are and how the 
group got started. This request was made 
because we had plenty of new faces and 
who better to speak to this topic than the 
founder. 

Vice President James (Hook) Tossing 
explained about the group ride to Castle 
Rock State Park, which should be an 
excellent ride depending on the weather. 
He will supply us with directions, and 
places to stop for fuel and places to eat. 
The ride will be on November 12, 1995, 
and is about 185 miles. He also has ideas 
about a summer picnic. If you have any 
inquiries please get in touch with Hook. 

Our Membership committee Top Cat 
Jordy, told the members what they get 
when they join. The benefits are going to  

even increase in the future. We are 
currently looking into various forms of 
apparel such as hat and/or jackets. 

We have four new members that the 
board approved, they are: Jon E. 
Simpson, Gary N. Wayman, John Oliver, 
and John Lowery (pending dues 
payment). Welcome aboard folks. 

Our Gold Charter Member Angel was 
feeling better and well enough to attend 
this meeting, wheelchair and all. This 
was Angel's very first Top Cat's meeting 
and he has been a member since 1994. 
We're glad to see you're getting better 
Angel. 

Treasures Report: Marlboro Man, 
reports that our treasury is growing but 
still not where we want it to be. To get a 
full treasures report, you should come to 
a meeting. 

Herb Kaiser, Public Relations Top Cat, 
has been handing out flyers and talking 
to others in the motorcycling community 
about our group. 

The topic of a winter get together 
came up and Hook, our Activities Top 
Cat, is exploring that idea. 

The AMA sanction is still under 
discussion, the consensus seems to be 
that at the present time we should  

probably table it as the benefit isn't worth 
the cost. 

Virgo said, if you have a contribution 
for the Monthly Newsletter please be sure 
to get it to him, as we can always use 
more newsworthy articles. Remember, as 
a member of Top Cats, you are entitled to 
a free classified advertisement for 
personal stuff, not for your business. 

The next meeting is on December 5, 
1995 (see page two)., so please come and 
join us. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 
PM 
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1•T-,CPr MEETING DATE 
NONTE11/113101=t 5, 1995 

THE FAILS OF BARRINGTON 
1415 SOUTH BARRINGTON ROAD 

BARRINGTON, IL (phone: 708-381-8585) 
mile north of Dundee Rd.(rt.68) on the east side of Barrington Road. 

Usually people start showing up around 7:00 PM to place their food orders and to mingle, 
the meeting starts promptly at 7:30 PM. Casual attire most appropriate. 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON 	IF A\\\‘, 
*z*-- 

th, 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5. 1995 

Remember TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month. 
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What g-lappened at the Castle WpckNyn ? 
Well, Hook out-did himself this time, the ride is gonna be a hard one to beat. Our originally scheduled ride was canceled do the 
below 25 temperature with snow and ice on the ground, but like good troopers we immediately rescheduled it for the following 
week. The weather started out a little cold ( about 40 degrees) but we did have 9 bikes at the Barn early Sunday morning all 
ready to go. As we proceeded to our destination the weather got warmer, the sun got sunnier and the scenic ride kept getting 
better all along the way. We stopped in Genoa for coffee and then on to Lowden State Park where we saw a huge statue of Chief 
Blackhawk. After a little exploring we once again were on our way to Castle Rock State Park. The backroads that Hook had us 
riding on couldn't have been better. After we left Castle Rock we stopped for a late lunch at a very nice restaurant right on the 
Rock River where the view was fantastic. Everybody in our party raised their glass in a toast to Hook for the great ride he 
planned. I think someone called him a Road Captain God. The entire trip came in at a little under 200 miles.. 

One more stop to gas up and then it was non-stop the rest of the way back home. If you weren't one of the nine riders, you really 
missed one of the best rides that I've been on. (See photos on pages 4 and 5) 	Virgo 

	r. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

big congratulations goes to all TOP CATS for a job well done in getting out 
the word about us. Based on the size of the last meeting I think we are ready for 
a bigger room. We had a lot of guests at the last meeting and most of them 
decided to join us. There will be another board of directors meeting on 
December 5, 1995 at 6:30 PM, (a half hour before our next monthly meeting). 

The purpose of this meeting will be to vote on accepting the BY-LAWS, which will be mailed to the board 
members before the next meeting by Jordan "Jordy" Glazov, and to vote on the prospective new members. 
We received applications for membership in TOP CATS from the following: 

NAME LOCATION OCCUPATION SPONSOR 
Ed Giantini Palatine Chiropractor James "Hook" Tossing 
Mark Shanbrun Chicago Owner - Bagel Bakery & Deli Jordan "Jordy" Glazov 
Tom Reid Antioch Residential Contractor Jordan "Jordy" Glazov 
Phil Blais Barrington Land Developer & Insurance Rob "Mow-Man" Mann 
Raymond J. Petersen Barrington Plumber John "Olie" Oliver 
George J. Lax Lake Zurich Heating & A/C Contractor Mike "Trikey Mikey" Garceau 
Carl Hart Elk Grove Pool Service & Supplies Jordan "Jordy" Glazov 

Don "Marlboro" Dorgan our Sec/Treas. did a great job with the GOLD CHARTER MJ WIER chevrons, 
and the new membership cards designed and produced by Richard "Angel' Moore are completed and will 
be passed out at the next meeting to all GOLD CHARTER MEMBERS . 

We had expected a great turn out for our November 12th, ride but as you are all aware we got snowed out. 
The ride was rescheduled for November 19, 1995 and members were being notified by phone. Thanks to 
James "Hook" Tossing , Carl "Virgo" Bender, and Jordon "Jordy" Glazov for making all the phone calls. 
As of this writing I can only hope the ride takes place. It should be a good one if we get the weather that 
hasiven predicted. We are also planning a winter get-together for members and their significant others so 
if yOu have any ideas for the get-together or any other type of activity make sure you get them to our 
4etivities committee chairman James "Hook" Tossing or better still join the activities committee. 

I said it before and I'll say it again (because it worked based on our last meeting size), in order for us to 
grow we need new members so be alert and remember the great looking leather patch you get for 
sponsoring a new member. Also for those members that would like to be on a committee, speak up please, 
'WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

Tope to see you all at our next meeting on December 5, 1995. Ride safe and watch out for those wet and I- 
slippery roads, also dress warm the temperature can drop real quick. 

Rob "MOW-MAN" Mann 

S. In case you didn't notice on Page 2, right under our E-Mail addresS, we now have a WORLD WIDE 
WEB HOME PAGE ( http://www.geopages.com/WallStreet/1233  ). If you are going to visit be sure to 

italize the S in WallStreet, it won't work if you don't. The page is still under construction, but there is 
ugh information there-now to lead prospective members and other curiosity seekers to us for additional 

prmation. 
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CASTLE ROCK STATE PARK RIDE 

A GREAT DA•Y, WITH A BUNCH OF 
GREAT PEOPLE 

UNE ARTICLE ON PAGE .2) 
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Can you identify these Castle Rock Run Riders ? 
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NEWS RELEASE 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation - P.O. Box 1808, Washington, D.C. 20013-1808 - 202/546-0983 , Fax 202/546-0986 

WWW Home Page: http://www.xmission.comf-mrf  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 Contact:Wayne Curtin 
November 15 1995 	 Phone: 202-546-0983 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON NHS (S.440) REACHES AGREEMENT 
Conference Report Retroactively Repeals Section 153 Penalties 

WASHINGTON, D.C... Late in evening of Wednesday, November 15, the conference committee on the National Highway System 
Designation Act (S.440) reached agreement on all issues and filed its conference report. As expected, the conference report includes 
language repealing the Section 153 penalties on states without helmet laws. In addition, the conference report includes, in effect, a two-
year retroactive repeal of the penalties. 

Repeal of the federal helmet law mandate is included in S.440 as paragraph (e) of Section 205, reading (e) ELIMINATION OF 
PENALTY FOR NONCOMPLIANCE FOR MOTORCYCLE HELMETS -- Effective September 30, 1995, section 153(h) of title 23, 
United States Code, is amended by striking "a law described in subsection (a)(1) and" each place it appears. 

The conference report, which describes the intent of the legislative language, further clarifies that the penalty is effective 
September 30, 1995, preventing FY97 funds from being penalized. In addition, the conference report makes it clear that states can transfer 
back to construction accounts funds transferred in fiscal year 1996, for not having a helmet law prior to September 30, 1994. The 
conference report language reads as follows: 

"The Conference substitute adopts the identical provision that repeals the penalty for noncompliance for motorcycle Helmets and 
ensures that, it is effective September 30, 1995. The conferees do not intend any state to be penalized for lack of a motorcycle helmet law 
in FY96. States shall be permitted to return to highway construction accounts any funds that were transferred to Section 402 programs as 
a result of the Section 153 penalty for FY 1996." 

"This retroactive repeal and allowing the states the flexibility in FY96 to use the funds for construction and/or safety is one way 
to say thank you to the state legislators who stood up to a quarter of a billion dollars in federal blackmail to protect our freedom," said 
Wayne T. Curtin, MRF vice president of government relations. Curtin continued by saying, "In January, motorcyclists will be able to not 
only tell legislators that the penalties are repealed, but also, because of the work of motorcyclists in Washington, of the $250,000,000 in 
penalties that the 25 free states were subjected to by refusing to pass helmet laws for three years this retroactive repeal returns 
$200,000,000 to the control of the states." 

When it became evident that the NHS bill was not going to pass prior to September 30, 1995, the MRF brought to the attention 
of both House and Senate committee staff that if the repeal in NHS was not enact before September 30, 1995, that the states without helmet 
laws would be penalized in fiscal year 1997. Once the conferees looked at this issue they were inclined to make the repeal retroactive so 
that states would not be penalized in either FY96 or FY97. However, the MRF asked, at the request of a few SMROs, the conferees to 
consider allowing the states the flexibility to use their FY96 funds for either construction and/or safety, The end result is retroactive repeal 
of the penalties that allows States flexibility, preventing possible budget disruptions in several States if the FY96 transfer was 
automatically returned to construction. Wayne Curtin summed up this provision by saying, "this is a perfect solution to a problem on an 
issue where State's Rights was a driving force, allowing the States to decide how to use FY96 transferred funds." 

In addition to repealing the Section 153 penalties, the conference report on 5.440 Includes a provision that provide Maine and 
New Hampshire an exemption from being penalized for not having seat belt laws and it repeals the national maximum speed limit. Like 
the helmet law penalties the seat belt provision is retroactive. However, the speed limit repeal does not take effect until ten days after S.440 
becomes law. And, if during that ten days the Governor of a State chooses, that State's speed limit law could not be changed until sixty 
days after its Legislature next convenes. In addition, a study is to be conducted by the Secretary of Transportation on the costs of traffic 
accidents in any State that raises its speed limit. 

Off-road motorcyclists also received positive news in this conference report. Section 337 of 5.440 corrects the funding problem 
of the National Recreational Trails Act, ensuring that $15 million in fund will be available in both fiscal years 1996 and 1997. This 
program has not received any funding for the last two years, and has only received $7.5 million out of $120 million authorized since FY 
1992. This provision, which was a priority of the American Motorcyclist Association, will ensure $30 million in funding for the current 
fiscal year and FY 1997. AMA's Washington Representative, Rob Dingman, commenting on the long effort to correct this funding 
shortfall, said "this legislation will ensure that off-road motorcyclist will see a benefit from a portion of the highway trust funds that they 
contribute through gas-taxes." 

The conference report on 'S.440 must now be approved by both the House of Representatives and the Senate, before being sent 
to President Clinton for his signature. The President can either sign the bill into law, veto the bill, or if in ten days he does neither the bill 
becomes law. House and Senate floor action on the conference reported version of S.440 could be taken as early as later this week or it 
could be delayed until the week after Thanksgiving, 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation, incorporated in 1987, is a membership based national motorcyclists' rights organization headquartered in Washington D.C. The 
MRF is involved in federal and state legislation and regulations, motorcycling safety education, training, licensing and public awareness. The MRF provides members 
and state motorcyclists' rights organizations with direction and information to protect motorcyclist's rights and motorcycling. The MRF sponsors annual regional 
and national educational seminars for motorcyclists' rights activists and publishes a bi-monthly newsletter. THE MRF REPORTS. 
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The j&P Swap meet at the Amphitheater in Chicago.... 
...brought a group of TOP CATS together on the 5th of November. All together I counted 9 members at this 
show. Six of us rode in a van to the show and as we walked in the front door, we were searched and I was the 
only one that caused a problem. The guard found my Leatherman and said I couldn't enter the show with it. 

For those of you that don't know what a leatherman is, it's kinda like a Swiss Army Knife, only with pliers and 
a larger screwdriver on it. Well, it was COLD that day and our van was parked the equivalent of three blocks 
away. I didn't want to go all the way back to the van to deposit my leatherman, so I spoke with a supervisor 
about the possibility of him holding it until I was ready to leave the show. He agreed to do this. 

While walking around the show, I spotted all kinds of neat things that one could purchase right there on the 
spot and carry around with them like Brass Knuckles, Large Hunting Knives, and other items that could easily be 
identified as dangerous weapons. Interesting that my little Leatherman caused such a problem at the front door. 

 

 

Among the items purchased, a group of us decided to buy custom license plate frames for our bikes, The top of 
the frame identified our type of bike and/or our Road Name. The Bottom of the frame read "TOP CATS -
ILLINOIS". So you'll probably see us sporting these frames around, although I am waiting for my new bike 
because I got Blue and White to match it. If you are at all interested in getting one of these frames, it is possible 
to order it mail order or by telephone. The cost was about $11 or $12 bucks. For more information you can call 
Bob Shockey 314-631-1774 this is his home number. Below is a copy of his order form Virgo 

 

PLATES UNLIMITED 
CUSTOM LICENSE PLATE FIZA.IVIES 

EXPRESS YOUR PERSONALITY/ATTITUDE 
GROUP/CLUB/ORGANIZATION 

CUSTOM COLORS!!! !I 
CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SIZES AVAILABLE 

MADE WHILE YOU WAIT 

NAME 	  
PHONE 	  

TYPE OF PLATE: 
0 MOTORCYCLE 0 CHROME Q BLACK 

0 CAR 	 0 CHROME 0 BLACK 

COLOR: 	  

MOTORCYCLE TOP LINE: 

MOTORCYCLE BOTTOM LL NE: 

CAR TOP LINE: 

CAR BOTTOM LINE: 



FINISH 
11 HERE 

akSTART 
Mir HERE 
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18° Annual Chicagoland 
Tows for Tots 

Motorcyc(e Parade 
SUNDRY 

December 3rd 1995 
AD ParticiPants Must Bring At 

Least One New To For A Cid Or Boy 
The Chicagoland TOYS For Tots Parade begins at 
BSth Street and Western Avenue In Chicago. Line 
up starts at 9:00 am in the DaY Ryan Woods park- 
ing lot. The Parade departs at 10:30 am and Pro. 
needs North on Western AvenDe, and will conclude 
at the 4th Marine Corps Center at Foster Avenue 
and Troy Street. 

For more Information Mease call: 
312-866-TOYS 

Riders: Remember To Think Safety! 
Motorists: Don't Shout •-• Reroute! 

To cross Western Ave., • North of the Parade route. 
Peterson Ave.. Al= the parade route, 144, I-290, 

(-55 and south of the Parade route 95th Street. 

CHGCAGOLJA D TOYS , FOR TOTS 
tkIOTO C1E PARADE 

pia.aox 388260 
CHICA-60 ti„  6.963S  	 



t3hc)to by.  130/) ,I<uczera 	(.).+trtvri 
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Reprint from: MOTORCYCLE DISPATCH - NovjDec 95 

 

sit-mate sT0013 ? 
NIP 
.110 	d 

 

t was overcast, the 
temperature was a balmy 26 
degrees. In the distance you 
could hear the rumble of several 
bikes and the ground would 
tremble. Before the day ended, 
there would be better than 10,500 
leather clad bikers with all types 
of toys and stuffed animals 
strapped on their bikes to ride in 
the Chicagoland Toys for Tots 
Motorcycle Parade. 

On the Sunday morning o f 
December 4, 1994 at 10:30a.m., Santa 
and his helpers lined up to start the long 
journey of 14 miles through the city 
going into various ethnic 
neighborhoods. People stood on the 
curbs calling Santa and his helpers to the 
side of the road to show their support by 
giving more toys. By the time they 
reached the Armory, there were four 
Marine Corps Humbees, a fire 
department hook and ladder and various 
trucks brimming with additional toys. 

As the lead bike and Santa pulled into 
the Marine Armory at Foster & Troy 
some two hours later, there were still 
2,000 bikes waiting to leave the Dan 
Ryan Woods located at 8300 S. Western 
to make their trip. 

Once at the Armory, the mountain 
grew to a total of over 30,000 toys 
which did not include the several 
thousand that were taken there before 
and after the run by special helpers. 

This run comes about 
through the efforts of the 4th 
Marine Corps Division, 35(  
Toy for Tots volunteer 
from all walks of life 
bikers, non-bikers and th 
cooperation of all the  
motorcycle clubs and 
associations in more than a 
50 mile radius of Chicago. 

So if you're in Chicago  
on Sunday, December 3, 
1995, fire up your scooters 
and stop b to join them 

This year the Toys for Tots Parade 
begins at 9a.m., and will leave the Dan 
Ryan Woods located at 8300 S. Western 
Chicago to head for the Marine Corps 
Armory and arrive at 10:30 a.m. To 
participate, just bring one new toy. 

This run began from the efforts of a 
few concerned bikers 17 years ago and 
has exploded into what it is today - the 
biggest and best toy run in the country! 

rtv 
V.! 

TOP CATS 4th SCHEDULED GROUP RIDE 
18TH ANNUAL TOYS FOR TOTS 

GROUP RIDE TO STARTING POINT - DAN RYAN WOODS 
(( see flyer on page 8 and article above)) 

Meeting Place: JIMMYS' CHAR HOUSE 
(1111 N. Milwaukee Ave., Deerfield, IL) 

Location: MILWAUKEE AVE. & DEERFIELD ROAD 
(Just behind the North East Corner of intersection) 

Meeting Time: 7:30 AM - DECEMBER 3, 1995 
(Coffee & Donuts at Dunkin Donuts in the same plaza) 

Departure Time: 8:00 AM 
ROUTE: 
Milwaukee Ave (Rt. 21) South, Just South of Palatine Road stay to right (Rt. 45) Des Plaines River 
Road. Continue South on Des Plaines River Road to Tri-State (I 294) South. Continue South through 
"4" toll booths. 3 - 4 miles South of Toll #4 exit 95th St. East (also called Rt. 20 & Rt.12). Continue 
East approximately 8 miles to Western Ave North to entrance of Dan Ryan Woods. Parade assembly 
starts at 9:00 AM - Departure Time is 10:30 AM. DON'T FORGET TO BRING A TOY !  

Have fun and Ride Safe 	HOOK ! 



HOOK 

ames "Hook" Tossing has 
been a Top Cat member since 
early May 1995. He became 
interested with Top Cats after 
meeting Virgo in early Spring 
of this year. Hook thought 
Top Cats would give him the 
opportunity to meet interesting 
people with the same business 
interests and passion for 
motorcycling . 

Hook is the owner/operator of 
a Hot Tub and Spa business 
located in Palatine called, Spa 
Tech Service. He has been in 
business for about 12 to 14 
years. Most of his client base 
is in the North Shore area , as 
well as, Lake Bluff and the 
City of Chicago. 

At the present time, Hook 
holds the Vice President 
position with Top Cats. He is 
also Activity Director which 
fulfills his passion for exploring 
new riding terrain. 
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GLI~ 'S roams 
A Monthly feature interview of a specific TOP CAT by John "Olie" Oliver 

Me on& regret is lie didn't do it sooner 
He can use his non-peak business time 
to do a lot of the riding which he loves. 
Hook spins about 15,000 + miles a year 
- this is a serious rider. 

Hook is currently riding a 1992 Harley 
Davidson Low Rider Convertible. His 
riding experience spans a 24 year 
period. Hook was born and raised in 
Aurora IL. Hook is divorced and is the 

"This is 
embarrassing to 
the fiuman race" 

proud father of three daughters . 
Jackie, the oldest, is 18 and is studying 
to be a nurse. Sara is 16 and is a real 
go-getter. She is the junior class 
President and member of the National 
Honor Society. Sara also sees a future 
in the medical field. Lisa is the 
youngest at 15 and also has a bright 
future ahead of her . 

Other than riding, Hook also enjoys 
fishing and horseback riding. What he 
enjoys the most, is getting up at sunrise 
to fish, ride, or just being outdoors. 
Hook considers this experience Till next month ... 
equivalent to going to church. 

John "Olie" Oliver 
When asked what bothers Hook the 
most, his reply was discrimination. 
Specifically, people that judge others 

before they know anything about 
them . This is embarrassing to the 
human race. 

Hook's favorite motorcycle event 
of the year, is when he takes his 
bike out of storage and goes on 
his first ride of the season. Hook 
has not taken a motorcycle safety 
course yet, but is very 
conscientious about safe riding 
and plans to take a course in the 
near future. He would like to 
one day be a safety instructor. 

One of the Hook's major 
accomplishments is being in his 
own business. The only regret is 
he didn't do it sooner. He is also 
proud of surviving the lean years. 
The one thing Hook is most 
proud of, is the close relationship 
with his daughters. 

In closing, Hook is extremely 
happy to have joined Top Cats 
and looks forward to watching 
this group grow. It feels like 
family!!! Special thanks to 
Virgo's dream of getting Top 
Cats up and rolling. 
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Storing your motorcycle for the winter 
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Reprinted from Motorcycle Dispatch NovlDec 95 

by: Timothy M. Galbraith 

Well, "Old Man Winter" 
will soon be with us again. 
For most of us, that means 
putting the scooter up for the 
next six months. Some may 
not believe it, but that's just 
about the hardest thing on a 
bike, especially if it's not 
prepared for storage correctly. 
There's a lot of 
misinformation out there 
surrounding the topic of 
motorcycle storage and I'd 
like to give everyone the 
lowdown on how to correctly 
prepare their bike for winter. 
Here goes: 

1. Don't drain your gas 
tank. Many people worry 
about the gas turning bad and 
contaminating or gumming 
up the carburetor. This is a 
legitimate concern, but there 
is no way known to man to 
easily drain all the gas out of 
the tank, short of cutting it in 
half. Well, OK, that's not so 
easy either. The problem 
arises when the small amount 
of gas left in the tank and 
carburetor decomposes. The 
residue from this sets up into 
a rock-hard substance that 
blocks transfer ports, air-
bleed ports and jets (not to 
mention how bad it smells). 
The best method of 
approaching the fuel problem 
is to fill the tank just before 
you put the bike up and add a 
strong does of fuel stabilizer. 
Then ride the bike a couple of 
miles, just enough to get 
treated fuel into all portions of 
the carb. The fuel stabilizer  

will prevent the gas from 
going bad and trashing your 
carb, plus a full tank of gas 
will keep rust from forming 
inside the tank (even a bone 
dry tank contains air, which 
always has a certain 
percentage of moisture). 

2. Drain the engine oil 
tank (unless you've got a 
Dyna-Glide or '93—up 
Electra-Glide - their oil 
tanks are located under the 
transmission housing, 
which is lower than the 
engine case). I know this 
sounds like a contradiction -
filling the gas tank and 
draining the oil tank, but 
over a period of time, the oil 
in the tank will gradually 
seep past the check ball in 
the oil pump (this term is 
called "wet sumping" - some 
bikes are worse than others; 
they can wet sump in as little 
as two weeks). The worst 
part about the wet sumping 
phenomenon is the spring, 
when you first fire up the 
bike. There's nothing quite 
so sad as seeing the jubilant 
face of a biker, after hearing 
his motor for the first time in 
months, turn to horror when 
oil starts pouring from the air 
cleaner or somewhere 
underneath the bike. You 
see, when the bottom end of 
the engine is full with better 
part of three or four quarts of 
oil (Harleys utilize the "dry 
sump" principle - the bottom 
end is never supposed to 
have more than a few ounces 
of oil in it at any given time) 
and those big pistons and 

flywheels start moving, that 
oil is going to move too! 
Unfortunately, the scavenge 
gears in the oil pump are no 
match for that much oil at 
once, so the excess oil goes 
(you guessed it right out the 
crankcase breather and into 
the air cleaner or onto the 
floor, depending on where 
the breathier is routed). Big 
Twin Harleys '93 to present, 
as well as '91 'to present 
Sportsters, have the 
crankcase breather system 
built into the heads, so 
although they do not make a 
big mess, the internal 
components are still fighting 
all that oil, which can lead to 
other problems. 

To add insult to injury 
(or in this case, it would be 
injury to insult), I've seen 
people put their bikes up for 
the winter then check the oil 
in the spring before they fire 
the motor. Seeing the tank 
empty, they assume they 
must have drained it last 
winter. No problem, they 
throw in a new filter and four 
quarts of oil and fire the 
sucker up. After about 10 
minutes of running, not only 
was the engine smoking 
(literally) hot, but the oil was 
going everywhere! Bad 
scene, man. 

3. Pull both spark plugs 
out and coat the 
combustion chamber and 
cylinder walls with oil. 
There are a couple of 
approaches to this. One is to 
use an aerosol product, such 
as Harley-Davidson's  

fogging oil (the nice thing 
about this stuff is you can 
direct the spray everywhere 
you want). The other way is 
to pour 2-3 ounces of oil ( I 
prefer Marvel Mystery Oil) 
into the spark plug hole and 
kick or crank the engine over 
several times. This will 
ensure that everything gets a 
good coat of the oil. Then 
reinstall the spark plugs. 

4. Check the battery. 
Make sure the connections are 
clean and electrolyte is at the 
upper level. Do not fill the 
cells up to the top! This can 
ruin a battery by allowing one 
bad or weak cell to 
contaminate the others. And 
always use only distilled 
water for topping off the low 
cells. Some people prefer to 
remove the battery from the 
bike for long periods of 
storage. This really does not 
matter one way or the others. 
Whichever way you prefer, 
make sure the battery is 
regularly maintained. By this, 
I mean never let the battery go 
for more than a two week 
period without charging it. 
Even on a wooden bench with 
clean terminals, the best 
batteries in the world will 
become discharged. When 
this happens, it's all over for 
the battery (particularly with 
today's low maintenance 
lead-calcium batteries). 

That about rounds out 
how to get the scooter ready 
for winter. Now, if we could 
only figure out something to 
do about winter... 
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The Harley-Davidson Motor Company expects to produce 100,000 bikes this year and 115,000 next year. 
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